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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 20 January 2005 is/are: a)£3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 7, 9, 12, 16, 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Aito et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,991 ,689). 

As to claims 1, 7, 9, 12, 16, Aito et al. disclose a navigation apparatus as shown 
in Fig. 1 comprising position detecting means (2) for detecting a current position of an 
automotive vehicle, destination setting means (See col. 12, lines 60-64) for setting a 
destination of the automotive vehicle (1), travel route setting means (4) for setting a 
travel route (start, destination, route guidance) to the destination set by the destination 
setting means on the basis of the current position detected by the position detecting 
means (See Fig.4) (See col. 6, lines 8-29); operation mode setting means for setting 
whether or not to utilize an electronic toll collection system on the travel route set by the 
travel route setting means (See Figure 5, figure 8; Figure 12); and a communication 
means (47) for performing communication with an in-vehicle apparatus provided in the 
automotive vehicle as part of the electronic toll collection system, the communication 
means being operative to transmit a signal to the in-vehicle apparatus to change an 
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operation mode of the in-vehicle apparatus to the electronic toll collection system (See 
columns. 9-10). 

As to claims 18-19, Aito et al. disclose the communications means (47) as 
discussed for performing communication with an in-vehicle and also discloses 
communications means is operative to produce an active and inactive state setting 
signal as signal to be transmitted the in-vehicle apparatus , and to allow the in-vehicle 
apparatus to perform communication with a roadside antenna (See col. 21, lines 66-67- 
col. 22, lines 1-18) located as part of the electronic toll collection system at a toll station 
on the travel route (See col. 17, lines 24-63). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 2/27/06 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

REMARKS 

Applicant's representative argues that the prior art fails to disclose the features of the 
claim namely: 

Travel route setting means for setting a travel route... 

... operation mode setting means for setting whether or not to utilize an electronictolP 
collection system on the travel route ... 

Examiner respectfully points to the prior art of Aito et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,991 ,689) at 
col. 6, lines 8-9 as pointed out in the office action a travel route setting means and an 
operation mode setting means as shown in Fig. 12. The claims are therefore remained 
rejected under the prior art. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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May 17, 2006 



